THE JEWISH QUESTION
THE Jews of to-day are the representatives of
the oldest surviving civilization of the Western
world, and it is still as a 'civilization' that it is most
accurate to regard them. They are not a 'race', for
they are of an origin more mixed than many other
peoples. Nor are they a 'religion' in the individua-
listic sense in which that word is used to-day. For
among Jews, as among Christians, the majority are
little more than formal adherents to any religious
faith. And, in this particular case, not only do men
not think of Judaism when they think of the Jewish
problem, but they find the problem present among
people who are personally Christians, but are Jews
by descent. For, whether they are adherents to
'Judaism' or not, they are the heirs of a tradition
built up by their prophets and rabbis, and moulded
by their experience, through more than three thou-
sand years of history. The qualities which have
made them unique among the peoples of the world,
and have often made them also a problem to the
peoples of the wrorld, are the products both of this
tradition (which is their own creation) and this
experience (which has usually been imposed upon
them by the rulers and people of the countries
wherein they lived).
Jewish Tradition
It is significant for the whole of their subsequent
history that the Jewish religion assumed its classical
form in exile or in subjection. Their brief period
of independence was already drawing to its close
when their great prophets and lawgivers arose, and
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